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Master of Arts in Geography and Geographical Information System

The ninth development plan of 1430-1435 shows that developing the kind of education in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is the most important and challenging stage of the plan. The
excellence of education is one of the crucial topics that concerns those who are involved in
education. The excellence (quality) of education guarantees the production of educational
outcomes that would positively share in the development process. The prompt efforts executed
by the Ministry of High Education and Institutions of High Education have contributed in the
promotion of the quality of education in the realization of advanced positions in a number of
international classifications. But in spite of these results and achievements of some high
education institutions, efforts are still needed to promote the quality of high education in all
the institutions in the Kingdom.

Due to the importance of the higher studies program and its contribution in causing changes
in development in scientific research, the University of Dammam had divided its efforts to
develop these programs, it laid down the broad lines for the development plan which was
approved in the University Council, first session on 24\10\1413 (appendix 1)

The MA program in the Department of Geography started in 1404 H, since then, it was not
developed in a way to reflect what distinguishes the Science of Geography as a dynamic
biological science and its concerns with the technological changes that are considered
important tools for its specialties.

The development of the program will help in achieving the mission of the University of
Dammam in saving the Communities of the Eastern Province in particular and other
communities in general. This is because the Science of Geography, with its different
specializations, is characterized by having the ability to solve many problems in the fields of
economy, population and society together with the problems of the physical environment and
the different issues of development.



Name Title and degree Master of Arts in Geography and Geographical Information System.
Divided into 6 sub-specialties in the fields of human and physical geography:

1-Economic Geography and Development

2-Population Studies and Sustained Development

3-Geography of Urbanization and Urban Planning

4-Climate Studies

5-Geomography

6-Biogeography

College: College of Arts in Dammam

Campus: Dammam

Department: Geography and Geographical Information System
Track: Arts and Education

Level: Postgraduate

Degree: MA

Gender: Female

Years of study: 2

Credit hours: 34

Additional requirement: Written Dissertation

The program is conducted through courses and a thesis.

28 study units + 6 Thesis



1. Passing all subjects with a minimum grade of good (B) an a minimum GPA of very good
(3.75).

2. Successful defense of the thesis before a panel of referees and the completion of
correction (if any) as per the instructions of the panel referees.

Admission to the program is subject to the unified rules and regulations for the graduate
students in Saudi Universities as well as the following admission requirements approved by the
Department of Geography and Geographic Information Systems council:

1. BAin Geography from any university approved by the ministry of Higher Education.

2. Minimum score of (4) in ILETS or any other equivalent test approved by the Ministry of
Higher Education.

3. Passing the written test and the interview conducted by the Department.

The program study plan applies a blended system of taught courses and thesis, four academic
semesters are required for the completion of the MA.

The student can choose between six distinct tracks of specializations in human or physical
geography as follows:

1-Economic Geography and Development
2-Population Studies and Sustained Development
3-The Geography of Urbanization and Urban Planning
4-Climate Studies

5-Geomorphology

6-Bio-geography

The MA program in all specialties require the completion of a total of 34 credit hours, 28 of
which are for graded coursers, and 6 for the MA thesis. These are divided as follows



-8 general compulsory courses to all tracks (16 hours)
-4 compulsory courses according to specialization (8 hours)

-2 elective courses (4 hours) to be chosen by the student, with the help of an academic
supervisor.

The (1%) elective course is chosen from the compulsory courses of other tracks in the program
other than the one he is enrolled in (list A)

The (2"9) elective course is chosen from (list B) explained later.

Study Plan



Optional Course (1) list A

Courses (Cllles N.
number

Economic Geography & Development Special Subject in Economic Geography/(1) Ge0552 1
Economic Geography & Development International Economics Ge0562 2
Economic Geography & Development Special Subject in Economic Geography(2) Geo572 3

Economic Geography & Development Development of economic resources to the Gulf
. - Ge0582 4

Cooperation Council (GCC).
Population studies & Sustained Development Selected Subjects in Population Geography Geo553 5
Population studies & Sustained Development Population and development planning Geo563 6
Population studies & Sustained Development Geography of Population and the Environment Geo573 7
Population studies & Sustained Development Contemporary Population Problems Geo583 8
Geography of Settlements & Urban Planning Specialized Subject in Urban Geography Geo554 9
Geography of Settlements & Urban Planning Urban Planning and its contemporary problems Geo564 10
Geography of Settlements & Urban Planning Models and Theories in the Urban Geography Geo574 11
. Urban Geography Applications in Kingdom of Saudi

Geography of Settlements & Urban Planning Arabia Geo584 12
Climate Studies Dynamic Climatology Geo555 13
Climate Studies Quantitative climate and climate models Geo565 14
Climate Studies Climate Management and Climate change Geo575 15
Climate Studies Climatic Applications in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Geo585 16
Geomorphology Deserts Geomorphology Geo556 17
Geomorphology Contemporary global environmental issues Geo566 18
Geomorphology Costal Geomorphology Geo576 19
Geomorphology Applied Geomorphology Ge0586 20
Bio-geography Biogeography of the Dry Regions Geo557 | 21
Bio-geography Advanced studies in the Soil Geography Geo567 22
Bio-geography Desert Environmental Problems Geo577 | 23
Bio-geography Biogeography Applications in Kingdom of Saudi Geo587 24

Arabia Environment

-The student selects the elective course (1) List (A) from any courses that belong to other paths

which he/she has not registered in before.




Optional Course(2) list B

Courses Course N.
number
Development plans and National strategies in Saudi Arabia :Areas of Geographic Research Geo539 1
Geology And Geomorphology Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Of Arabia Geo540 2
Climatic Changing (ancient &modern Geo541 3
The Geography of Housing Geo542 4
Behavioral Geography Geo543 5
World Reports Geo544 6

-The student selects the elective (2) from any course in list (B).
-The courses to be updated if necessary according to the university’s educational plans to increase
the flexibility and the nature of changes that arise constantly to the science of geography.



1- Economic Geography & Development

i Semester
Thesis Credit Course
h Courses
3+4 QU number
2 1
- 2 . Geo529
Geographical Methods and Approaches
- 2 N Geo0530
Seminar in Geography(})
- 2 . . Geo531
Advanced Methods of geographical analysis
- 2 ) ) ) Ge0532
Geographical texts in a foreign language
- 2 o
Specialized Course (V)
- 2 o
Specialized Course (Y)
- 2 )
Optional Course (1)
2 . ) Geo534
Implementation and Research Design
2 . . Geo535
Seminar in Geography(Y)
2 GIS and Remote Sensing Applications Geos36
2 . - Geo537
Field Training
2 .
Specialized Course (¥)
2 .
Specialized Course (£)
2 .
Optional Course(2)
6 14 | 14 28 Total hours

34 Credit hours




2- Population studies & Sustained Development

i Semester
Thesis Credit Course
h Courses
3+4 QU number
2 1
- 2 . Geo529
Geographical Methods and Approaches
- 2 N Ge0530
Seminar in Geography ()
- 2 . . Geo531
Advanced Methods of geographical analysis
- 2 ) ) ) Ge0532
Geographical texts in a foreign language
- 2 o
Specialized Course (V)
o 2 o
Specialized Course (Y)
o 2 .
Optional Course (1)
2 . . Geo534
Implementation and Research Design
2 . . Geo535
Seminar in Geography(Y)
2 . o Geo536
GIS and Remote Sensing Applications
2 . .. Geo537
Field Training
2 .
Specialized Course (¥)
2 .
Specialized Course (¢)
2 .
Optional Course(2)
6 14 | 14 28 Total hours

34 Credit hours




3- Geography of Settlements & Urban Planning

Thesis | Semester Credit Course
h Courses
3+4 ours number
2 1
- 2 . Geo529
Geographical Methods and Approaches
- 2 N Geo530
Seminar in Geography (V)
- 2 . . Geo531
Advanced Methods of geographical analysis
- 2 . . . Geo532
Geographical texts in a foreign language
o 2 o ) )
Specialized Subject in Urban Geography.
o 2 ) )
Urban Planning and its contemporary problems
o 2 .
Optional Course (1)
2 . . Geo534
Implementation and Research Design
2 . . Geo535
Seminar in Geography(Y)
2 . L Geo536
GIS and Remote Sensing Applications
2 . - Geo537
Field Training
2 .
Models and Theories in the Urban Geography
2 Urban Geography Applications in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
2 .
Optional Course (2)
6 14 | 14 28 Total hours

34 Credit hours




4- Climate Studies

i Semester
Thesis Credit Course
h Courses
3+4 QU number
2 1
- 2 . Geo529
Geographical Methods and Approaches
- 2 N Ge0530
Seminar in Geography ()
- 2 . . Geo531
Advanced Methods of geographical analysis
- 2 ) ) ) Ge0532
Geographical texts in a foreign language
- 2 ) )
Dynamic Climatology
o 2 ) ) ) )
Quantitative climate and climate models
- 2 )
Optional Course (1)
2 . . Geo534
Implementation and Research Design
2 . . Geo535
Seminar in Geography(Y)
2 GIS and Remote Sensing Applications Geos36
2 . - Geo537
Field Training
2 : :
Climate Management and Climate change
Climatic Applications in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
2 .
Optional Course (2)
6 14 | 14 28 Total hours

34 Credit hours




5- Geomorphology

i Semester
Thesis Credit Course
h Courses
3+4 AL number
2 1
- 2 . Geo529
Geographical Methods and Approaches
- 2 . . Geo530
Seminar in Geography (V)
- 2 Geo531
Advanced Methods of geographical analysis
- 2 . . . Geo532
Geographical texts in a foreign language
- 2
Deserts Geomorphology
o 2 ) )
Contemporary global environmental issues
o 2 .
Optional Course (1)
2 . . Geo534
Implementation and Research Design
2 . . Geo535
Seminar in Geography(Y)
2 . . Geo536
GIS and Remote Sensing Applications
2 . .. Geo537
Field Training
2
Costal Geomorphology
2 .
Applied Geomorphology
2 .
Optional Course (2)
6 14 | 14 28 Total hours

34 Credit hours




6- Bio-geography

i Semester
Thesis Credit Course
h Courses
3+4 QU number
2 1
- 2 . Geo529
Geographical Methods and Approaches
- 2 . . Geo530
Seminar in Geography(})
- 2 . . Geo531
Advanced Methods of geographical analysis
- 2 . . -
Geographical texts in a foreign language
- 2 ) )
Biogeography of the Dry Regions
- 2 o :
Advanced studies in the Soil Geography
- 2 . Geo533
Optional Course (1)
2 . . Geo534
Implementation and Research Design
2 . . Geo535
Seminar in Geography(Y)
2 . - Geo536
GIS and Remote Sensing Applications
2 . .. Geo537
Field Training
2 .
Desert Environmental Problems
2
Biogeography Applications in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Environment
2
Optional Course (2)
6 14 | 14 28 Total hours

34 Credit hours




